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2 February 2010
Ms. Katharina Kummer Peiry

Executive Secretary

Secretariat of the Basel Convention

Geneva – Switzerland

Reference: Comments on the Basel Convention Regional Centres

Dear Madame Executive Secretary,

I kindly refer to decision IX/4 of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the submission of comments on the review of the operation of the Basel Convention Regional Centres.

In accordance with the request of the above-mentioned decision, I would like to transmit the following comments to the Secretariat:

· The technical and financial strengthening of the Regional Centres is a fundamental issue in order to meet the provisions of the Basel Convention, in particular the provisions contained in article 14, paragraph 1, which urge the “establishment of Regional Centres for Training and Technology Transfer, regarding the management of hazardous wastes and other wastes and minimization of their generation, according to the specific needs of different regions and sub region”.

· Moreover, the process to manage the development of regional capacity and technology transfer through the Regional Centres contributes to the strengthening of regional and national capacity to adequately implement the Basel Convention and to reducing risks to health and the environment. This acts as a catalyser of information exchange amongst the different sectors involved in the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and the development of sustainable market and consumption strategies. It thus contributes to compliance with the Millennium Development Goals and the objectives of Agenda 21.  Likewise, this process also facilitates implementation of synergies between the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions.

· From the strategic perspective, the Regional Centres constitute a significant and reachable presence for Parties in the implementation of the Convention; they facilitate and contribute to the work of the Secretariat of the Convention in the dissemination of the technical guidelines of the Convention, as well as other materials related to UNEP and FAO.

· The work plan put forward for the strengthening of the Regional and Coordinating Centres until 2015 foresees the consolidation of autonomous centres, independent in the administrative, technical and financial activities in the secretariat,: it makes use of a regional Steering Committee as coordinating mechanism, having a Director as head of the Centre.  The proposal is coherent and relevant; nevertheless, whilst the Centres struggle to become self-sufficient, strategies to guarantee their financial sustainability are not reflected in the work programme.
· In analyzing the document, it is evident that there are difficulties related to the lack of financial resources, strategic training partners, which do not allow compliance with the functions and roles of the Regional Centres, and the development of social and environmental projects.  In this context, there are no concrete financial strategies proposed by the Secretariat.

· Although the document includes a list of proposals or recommendations so that the Centres may seek new sources of financing to become self-sufficient, there are no substantive proposals to address the inconvenient situation of the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund of the Basel Convention established in conformity with Article 14 of the Convention to provide the Regional Centres with adequate resources.  Therefore, it is important to establish obligatory contributions by the developed countries to finance this Fund.

In view of the afore-mentioned points, I would recommend that, within the framework of the work being carried out for synergies between the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, strategies be designed to strengthen the Trust Funds through the financial mechanism to be established for the three Conventions.  Furthermore, it is important that Regional and Coordinating Centres undertake an inventory of the capacities within each geographical region, in terms of human resources and technological infrastructure, in order to facilitate the training and technology transfer processes.

Yours sincerely,

Adriana Mejia Hernandez
Vice Minister for Multilateral Affairs
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